
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY (MNS) 

The Malaysian Nature Society is the oldest environmental civil society 

organization (CSO) in Malaysia. Established in 1940’s. MNS plays an 

important role in nature conservation, educational and awareness in 

Malaysia. MNS’s mission is to promote the study, appreciation, 

conservation and protection of Malaysia’s natural heritage. 

 
Malaysian Nature Society 

JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, Bukit Persekutuan 

50480 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Tel: +603-22879422 

Fax: +603-22878773 

Email:  ucfnetwork2018@gmail.com 

Website: https://bukitpersekutuan.wordpress.com/ 

               Facebook: MNS Urban Community Forest 

 
Malaysian partner of Birdlife International 

Birdlife International is the world’s largest nature conservation partnership 

that implements successful conservation programmes for people and 

nature worldwide. 

AGENDA 
 

  8.30 -   9.00am         Registration and Morning Coffee 
  9.00 - 10.00am        Panel Discussion 
10.00 - 10.30am        Q and A 
10.30 - 11.00am        Networking & Photo Session 
 

MC: Ms Stephanie Bacon, MNS Honorary Secretary 
 

Cities 2030, Cities for All 
Implementing the New Urban Agenda 

Role of non-state actors in the protection 
of urban green environment 

Case study: Malaysia 

Tuesday, 13th February 2018 
9am – 11am 
Room: 407 

KUALA LUMPUR CONVENTION CENTRE 
 

How do we define Urban Community Forest? 

 Functioning forest; managed by communities; associated with urban 

areas 

 Remnant or regenerating forest patches found in an urban area. 

 Layered characteristic, with canopy and herbaceous ground cover. 

 Diversity of plants and urban wildlife, which includes usually small 

mammals, birds, herpetofauna, insects, other invertebrates and fungi. 

 Contains functional ecological and ecosystem services  

 On state or privately owned land. 

 Action taken by non-state actors (resident association, CBO, CSO, NGO, 

corporate, grassroots) to recognise, create awareness, promote, raise 

funds, enrich or improve, lobby and manage the forest on behalf of the 

government or private landowner.   
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MAKING URBAN LIFE GREENER, TOGETHER 

PANELISTS 

Mr. Henry Goh, MNS President 
Topic: MNS involvement in establishing  and promoting Urban Community 
Forests 
He comes from a background in corporate management with a passion for 
nature. Henry is a passionate naturalist, and avid birder who enjoy the great 
outdoors and wildlife photography. 

Ar. John Koh, MNS Board of Trustees Chairman 

Topic: Blending hard and soft landscapes within an urban setting; human 

landscapes 

He is the Honorary President of the Eastern Regional Organization for Planning 

and Human Settlement (EAROPH).   

Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Salleh Mohd. Nor, former MNS President, 2016 Merdeka 

Award Winner for Environment (Malaysia)  

Topic: Conserving the last forest patches within the urban landscape 

Academician Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Salleh Mohd Nor has spent most of his 

professional life in advocating and protecting nature and natural resources in 

Malaysia. 

TPr. Ishak Ariffin, Town & Country Planner  

Topic: Planning for the urban green environment and mainstreaming 

biodiversity 

A registered Town Planner with the Board of Town Planners Malaysia and also 

a Fellow of the Malaysian Institute of Planners, and an elected Council 

Member of Badan Warisan Malaysia (Malaysian Heritage Society). 

Dr. Hum Bahadur Gurung, BirdLife International  

Topic: Environmental education and community outreach centres 

Worked extensively in the Nepalese Himalayas promoting environmental 

education, ecotourism, biodiversity conservation,  and sustainable livelihoods. 

Mr. Calvin Raqeem Jacob, Taman Tugu Project Director  

Topic: Taman Tugu & National Heritage Bill; private-sector funding  
He is currently focused on collaborating with various stakeholders to ensure 

the creation of the Taman Tugu, a rainforest park in Kuala Lumpur. 

 The Benefits of Urban Community Forest 

 Natural resource conservation 

 Water quality protection 

 Reduced heat build-up 

 Improved air quality  

 Noise barrier 

 improve the urban environment 

 Contribute to sense of well-being 

 Ecotourism activities 

 Awareness and Research Hub 

 



   
                

 

 

 

KUALA LUMPUR STATEMENT ON URBAN COMMUNITY FOREST 

 

Delegates participating in the “Cities 2030, Cities for all: Implementing 

the New Urban Agenda”, the Ninth Session of the World Urban Forum, 

7th – 13th February 2018, will be experiencing the first session focusing 

on the implementation of the New Urban Agenda which is also fully 

aligned with achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

With the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and, under the 
planning and managing of urban spatial development, there will be 
support for the provision of a well-designed network of safe, 
accessible, green forested areas, quality streets and other public 
spaces that are accessible to all, free from crime and violence, bringing 
people into public spaces and promoting walkability and cycling with 
the goal of improving the health and wellbeing of the public. 
 
However, good urbanization does not happen by chance. It requires 
building a robust urban governance structure by establishing 
supportive legal and policy frameworks and ensuring effective 
planning and management of the urban spatial development. Only the 
deployment of supportive rules and regulations, sound planning and 
design assisted by viable financial plans, will ensure that cities function 
as transformational drivers of sustainable development. What may be 
lacking is the recognition of the role of non –state actors in the 
decision making process and management of urban community forest. 
 
The urban community forest is a community managed remnant or 
regenerating forest known to provide a range of ecosystem services 
(for example, water filtration, soil conservation, cooler and cleaner air 
and  
 

 

lowering carbon emission), for a cleaner and healthier city, facilitate a 

good and safe living environment (reduced noise, provides visual and 

aesthetic value, plus helps with the prevention of natural disasters), 

and maintain habitats for the rich biodiversity especially in tropical 

region (sanctuary for urban wildlife and migratory birds).  

The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) is one of the important non-state 

actor in playing their role in the protection of the urban community 

forest. MNS through its efforts to conserve the natural heritage of 

Malaysia had been involved in many of these activities. To name a few 

– in the advocacy and protection of Bukit Kiara Park, Bukit 

Persekutuan and Taman Tugu (within Kuala Lumpur), Templers Park, 

Batu Caves, Kuala Selangor Nature Park, Ampang Forest Park, Bukit 

Gasing Green Belt, Kota Damansara Community Forest (Selangor), 

Ipoh Limestones and Kinta Nature Park (Perak). 

 

In protecting what is now becoming patches of urban community 

forest, MNS has worked together with the local residents, interested 

and concerned members of the public, and the other like-minded 

partners with support from private entities. Reflecting back, MNS’s 

partnerships with these stakeholders can be seen as a journey of 

empowerment and contribution to the national consciousness of the 

symbiotic relationship of nature and human habitat. 

 

MNS would like to share Malaysia’s experience with other countries in 

the world; who might be faced with similar opportunities and sees the 

advantage of form greater alliance as part of the New Urban Agenda in 

making a greater impact and contribution to their ever-changing urban 

environment.   

 

 



          

 

 

In line with the vision of Malaysia becoming a ‘Garden Nation, by 2020 

realising the importance of the Bukit Persekutuan Urban Community 

Forest to Kuala Lumpur and the recognition of efforts of other non-

state actors in protecting and ensuring the continued existence of 

urban community forests globally, MNS would like to initiate and 

propose in this networking session, to form the global Urban 

Community Forest Network.  

Whereby, through the UCF Network; 

We, the participants of this forum, recognize that: 

1. The preservation of remnant regenerating forest in urban 

areas can function as recreational and social interactive areas 

to encourage peaceful, harmonious, unified, and healthy 

communities.  

2. The creation of the urban community forest concept will assist 

in making an urban development that is balanced with green, 

well-managed, clean and beautiful natural environments. 

3. The involvement of non-state actors should be promoted, 

ensuring they are equipped with knowledge of the habitats 

and understand the importance of the ecosystem services 

provided by the urban community forest.  

4. The commitment to improve the green infrastructure that 

connects, conserves, manages and enhances the natural 

resources should be included in comprehensive town planning. 

5. Urban community forest as education hub, research and 

awareness of biodiversity and this will need the involvement of 

all related non-state actors. 

 

 

 
We, the participants of this forum, advocate that: 
 

1. Intervention is greatly needed from the non-state actors to 
contribute expertise and share their experience with regards to  
the recognition or restoration, protection and management of 

urban community forests. 

2. Non-state actors should take decisive action to include urban 

community forests within the New Urban Agenda as a bold 

‘shared vision’ for the future of the urban sustainability. 

3. The vision shall include maintaining and managing remnant 

and/or patches of natural forest areas within urban green 

environment characterised by multi-layered forest canopies, 

rich in flora and fauna diversity, plus a functional ecosystem 

and benefiting local communities beyond just recreational and 

aesthetic value. 

 

We, the participants of this forum, propose that: 

1. Non-state actors to develop and implement urban community 

forest programmes.  

2. Relevant non-state actors should seek recognition for the 

development and maintenance of the urban community 

forestry programmes. 

3. The activities must help to establish, manage, conserve and 

preserve the urban community forests in the city and also 

associated public lands. 

4. Since urban forests exist on both public and private land, 

funding must be sought from both public and private bodies. 

 
 


